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SURJECT: Some Pitfalls in Thinking About the Middle East Situasion

1. After the headlong rush of eveuts in the past week,
events vhich have drastically altered the politicel, militery,
dipiomatic, economic, and paychologicel landscape of the
Middle Eest, it would be foollsh to try say predictions sbhout
the ultimate outcome. But in the spate of reporting and anslysis,
both public and official, which hes poured forth in the past few
days, I detect scme huilt«;n tendencies in interpretation which,
though they may not be in error (it is too early to say) nonetheless
mey prove 0 be pitfmlls in approsching our intelligence or policy
problems in the next few weeks and montha.

is the
8. The first/tendency to sssume thet, because Naasey

has taken & military shellacking, he is automatically weskened
politleally in proportion. This may ultimately prove true 3
but is not a inevitable consequence of events 1f he plays

his cards as skillfully as he often has in the pmat. There
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Thus especially within Bgypt, buv aiso

among Arsb nationslists elsevhere, he may very well still be

the principal Arsb leader.

. A second is the tendency to assume that Arsb dis-
appointment with Soviet performance will lesd to a long-temm
waskening of the Soviet position in the Areb world, Soviet
actions 4id indeed fall short of Arab hopes, but no other
great power geve them any comfort st all, and in all likelihood
the coming months will reinforce the familiar pattern by which
the USSR, for all its fsults, appears to Arsd mationalists

&8 their chief hope among the great povers.

e, A third pitfall (clossly related to the second) 1s
the tendency %0 assume that Soviet setbacks tranalate themselves
automatically into advantages for the West. This is sonetime
srus, but in the present sltuation, the US and UK have suffered
far more in the Arsb world than has the UBSR. And to the
extent that the myth of Awerican-British help for Isramel's
altack persists, and to she extent that the US must appear
as Isresl's advocate in the UN, our position will remain
weakened end vulnerable vhatever the facts and the merits

of our policies in the situation.
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d. Finally, there is a strong tendency to assume
{or to hope) that cut of this mess can come & better
Middle East than we have had for ten yoars {big plans
for overell settloments, regionsl economic dsyelorment,
etc). In certain vespects, thls may prove true. But
overall, it eappears to me that this thesis vests On a

vast smount of wishful thinking -- et least insofar as
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ipeline them to be conciliakory. Even more than before,
Arasb lseders will prefer to avoid the risks of concessions
4o Isrsel snd are lkely %o opt for negatlve stances on
proposals that might appeax sensible or comnstructlive to us.
Bxcept possibly for the conservative states who want %0
pesume the oil business, they are 1ikely to do so even if

4t hurts them as mich as anybody else. In short, their 25X1
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